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power. This scheme figured among the business which came
up for consideration in the Lucknow meetings of the Congress
and Muslim League held in December 1916.
As has already been noticed, the meetings were dominated
by the Left Wing of  the   Nationalist
Home Rule Propaganda.    partv    ^ & consequence, Home Kule
propaganda through the medium of local leagues and
committees, to which previous Congresses had accorded no
sanction, was now formally countenanced. The hands of the
Left Wing were further strengthened by the unauthorised
publication of a letter writi.cn by a student of Imperial
aft'airs, which was misrepresented as
The Curtis Letter. impiying the existence of a " con-
spiracy" to subordinate India to the control of the Dominions.
Passionate speeches were delivered, and India's claim to some
form of responsible government was hotly urged. The scheme
of the Nineteen Members was taken as a basis, after being worked
out in greater detail, and made more peremptory. It was then
put forward in its revised form as the minimum concession*which
Indian political opinion was prepared to accept.
It  is  worthy of notice that this scheme was simultaneously
accepted by the Muslim League.   In the
The Hindu-Muslim Com-    course of   ^   year   m^   &   ^^
rapprochement had taken place between
somp of the leaders of advanced Hindu and of advanced Muharn-
madan opinion. The Muslim League, which had until recently
stood mainly for 'the protection of Muhammadan interests
against anticipated Hindu ascendency, had gradually become
dominated by those members of the " young " Muslim party,
who upheld the new ideal of self-government for India. As a
consequence of this, the Muslim League probably became less
representative of conservative Muhammadan opinion in India ;
for the Muhammadan community, educationally less advanced
than the Hindus, seems at present also less attracted by
Nationalist ideals, and less patient of political, as distinct
from religious leadershi-p, by any party of advance. Towards
the end of 1916, as a result of skilful negotiations, the
Muslim League under the guidance of the " young " party